
 
MISSISSIPPI QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
OCTOBER 6, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
 

 
P = Present            A = Absent            E = Excused 

 P Tom McBeath  A Brooke Ware  P Gary Clark, Jr. 

 P Rob Seal  P Cathy Cook  P Herman Alford 

 E Byron Switzer  E Clark Scoggin  E Mary Hopkins 

 P Andrew McBeath  P David Howell  P Nikki Jefcoat 

 P Aprille Watts  A Emily Pate (Alternate)  P Vicki Kinsey 

 P Bobby Harrison  E Gary Clark  P Susan Cain, Sec. 

 
The meeting was called to order by Tom McBeath.  David Howell opened the meeting with a prayer.  
Bethany Seal was welcomed as a guest. 
 
Clark Scoggins’ absence was corrected to ‘excused’ in the September 1 minutes.  With this change, David 
Howell moved approval of the September 2015 minutes, Rob Seal seconded, and the board voted 
approval. 
 
The Board was reminded that the next two board meetings will be the first Tuesday of the month and 
asked to make note of the dates:  November 3 and December 1. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Amateur:  Cathy Cook reported that the Amateurs are working on the Holiday Classic which will feature 
a silent auction for baskets and a hospitality table.  Sponsorships were invited and President McBeath 
asked that Susan Cain send a copy of the sponsorship form to all directors.  The Amateurs are also 
finalizing year-end award decisions. 
 
Finance:  Rob Seal – No report 
 
Rules:  Andrew McBeath   

 The rule regarding the number of directors from each district was discussed.  Any change to this 
by-law will require a vote of the membership at convention, and Andrew was asked to review 
further and bring any proposed change to the November meeting. 

 Recommended show rule changes for the 2015-2016 show year were discussed: 
o Cathy Cook noted that the award rules call for three perpetual trophies be awarded 

annually, but it appears that (1) the trophies have not been updated with winners’ 
names and/or (2) the awards have not been made in several years.   The language in the 
by-laws also states that winners will be ‘awarded’ a trophy.  Following a discussion by 
the board, the following motion was made by Rob Seal, with a second by David Howell, 
and approval by the Board: 



 MQHA shall continue the Austin Moore trophy for High Point Open Halter Horse 
and the D’Leese Williamson Memorial trophy for High Point Open Halter Mare 
as perpetual awards.  The winner’s name will be inscribed on the permanent 
trophies displayed in the Kirk Fordice Equine Center and winners will receive an 
award certificate recognizing their achievement.   [Note:  Passage of this motion 
will require revisions to MQHA High Point Awards Rules, Section 8(a) and (b).] 

o Following discussion of the third perpetual award, the R. D. Mallett award for High Point 
Junior Trail Horse shown in the Youth division, the following motion was made by Bobby 
Harrison, seconded by Vickie Kinsey, and approved by the Board: 

 The R. D. Mallett Award shall be continued and awarded to the High Point Junior 
Trail Horse shown in the Youth Division.   The winner’s name will be added to the 
permanent trophy displayed in the Kirk Fordice Equine Center and the winner 
will receive an award certificate recognizing their achievement.  [Note:  This is a 
new MQHYA rule and should be added to the “MQHYA Year End Award Rules”] 

o It was agreed that these awards should be accompanied by a summary of the 
contribution made to MQHA by each individual for whom one of these awards is named 
(Austin Moore, D’Leese Williamson, and R. D. Mallett.)  Bobby Harrison offered to draft 
the biographies but asked for assistance in gathering any information on the individuals.  
Cathy Cook agreed to contact Debby Gibson, a close friend of D’Leese Williamson’s.  
Susan Cain mentioned that she might have information on Austin Moore from a 
director’s handbook prepared some years ago.  Vickie Kinsey will assist with information 
on R. D. Mallett. 

o Section 2 of the MQHA Show Approval Rules states that shows must “be located within 
the state of Mississippi.’  Andrew McBeath moved, and Gary Clark, Jr. seconded, that 
MQHA allow approval of out-of-state shows for Mississippi points at the discretion of 
the Board of Directors.  The motion was approved. 

o After further discussion of identified inconsistencies in the show rules, Rob Seal made a 
motion, seconded by Vickie Kinsey, to request that Andrew McBeath and Byron Switzer 
review the show rules and present any recommended changes at the November 3rd 
Board of Directors meeting, thereby granting a three-day extension on the deadline for 
show rule changes.  The motion was approved. 

 
Show Approval:  Vickie Kinsey noted that she will bring any report or recommendation to the November 
meeting. 
 
Scholarship:  Cathy Cook has edited the scholarship guidelines and forms to be posted on the website.  
These were given to Susan Cain to update the documents and forward to Suzy McBeath for the website. 
 
Dixie National:  Rob Seal reported that the committee continues the year-round work of the Dixie 
National.  Several changes are being made to improve the show experience and make it more cost-
efficient.  The premium book is nearing completion.   Rob asked that all directors volunteer to work 
some or all of the Dixie National and to encourage the involvement of the general membership.  The 
importance of giving volunteers a clear assignment was emphasized. 
 Tom McBeath also asked the Board to help identify new potential vendors for the Expo and 
sponsors for the Dixie National. 
 
Cutting:  David Howell.  The cutting is currently on-hold. 
 



Convention: Cathy Cook agreed to coordinate the event.   
Rob Seal advised that he was notified today that MQHA’s convention date does not align with 

the Dixie National Rodeo Queen contest.  That alignment allowed MQHA’s use of the Equine Center for 
Convention meetings and the Trade Mart for the dinner last year.  Otherwise, MQHA could not have 
afforded the facilities cost.  January 9 is the scheduled date for the MQHA convention; January 16 now 
appears to be the date for the Queen contest.  The board was in agreement that MQHA would move the 
convention date to January 16 if necessary for financial reasons.  Rob will continue his conversations 
with the Trade Mart and Fair Grounds to determine what is in MQHA’s best interest, and advise the 
Board no later than the November 3 meeting. 
 
Region 9:  Rob Seal – No report 
 
Sponsorship:  Andrew McBeath confirmed key sponsorships from Nutrena, Watson Ford, the Cabot 
Lodge, and Chimneyville.  John Deere’s sponsorship is pending.  One of the improvements this year will 
be the opportunity for judges to order from a limited Chimneyville menu with lunch delivery for the 
judges.  This alleviates the problem of judges getting to the dining room.   Meal tickets will also be 
issued to volunteers who must present the ticket before being allowed to eat in the Equine Center 
volunteer dining room. 
 
Awards:  Cathy Cook presented the year-end award selections for the Open division.  In response to a 
question of whether the All-Around Award should have an option of Dixie Dollars, the board discussed 
the merits of both tangible awards (such as buckles) that promote the association and of Dixie Dollars.  
Rob Seal made a motion, seconded by David Howell, to include Dixie Dollars as an award option for the 
All-Around winners.  The motion passed.   
 
2016 open awards were approved as follows: 

 Champion:   (1) Buckle; (2) Western or English zippered saddle cover; or (3) Dixie Dollars 

 Reserve Champion:  (1) Fleece sheet; (2) Western or English saddle pad bag; or (3) Dixie Dollars 

 Open All-Around:  (1) Buckle; (2) Wool-blend cooler/blanket/hood/nylon halter with lead; or (3) 
Dixie Dollars 

 Reserve All-Around:  (1) Buckle; (2) Wool-blend cooler & nylon halter with lead; or (3) Dixie 
Dollars 

 
Youth:  Aprille Watts reported that: 

 Four Youth members leave this week for the NYATT events   

 They are finalizing their service project (Bras for Breast Cancer) which received a number of 
donations at the Fall Classic.   

 Year-end awards have been selected. 

 There is an issue with the date of the Youth Spring show because AQHA has moved the 3rd 
Novice Championship show on top of their date.  Since the novice event will be in Oklahoma 
City, there is concern that it will significantly impact Youth show participation.  Having looked at 
every date between March and November of next year, the first weekend of November appears 
to be the only possibility provided they can secure a covered and enclosed pen. 

 Fall Classic numbers were down and expenses were up.  They did make money on shavings and 
the JCVB grant will mean the difference between a small loss and a profit. 

 



Judges Recommendations:  Bobby Harrison reported that all judges have been hired for the 2016 Dixie 
National and several for the 2017 Dixie.  This committee will meet at the convention to update the 
approved judges list. 
 
4-H:  Nikki Jefcoat reported that several applications for the Dixie National Shadow Program have been 
received, all from out of state.  The application deadline is November 2, 2015. 
 
Membership and Communications:  Aprille Watts reported that MQHA had a table at the State Open 
Show and sponsored a cook-out for participants.   They are looking at the possibility of having a table at 
the Neshoba County Ag Day.    
 Tom McBeath asked the committee to have information available on 2016 MQHA shows and 
activities that can be picked up by exhibitors and attendees at the Dixie National. 
 
Hall of Fame:  David Howell reported that he is still working on obtaining photographs of new inductees 
but should have that resolved by the November meeting.   The deadline for 2017 nominations is January 
15, 2016. 
 
Exhibitors Representative: No report 
 
Old Business:  Susan Cain reported that she had notified AQHA in writing that, since AQHA’s July letter, 
MQHA had not received payment or been contacted by the Summer Classic/Region 9 exhibitor who 
placed a stop payment on their check.  Valerie Smith at AQHA advised that AQHA would forward the 
case to their accounting department for appropriate action. 
 
Cathy Cook advised that the deadline for winners to make a year-end award choice is November 6.  If no 
selection is made, Dixie Dollars will be awarded. 
 
New Business:  Gary Clark, Jr. reported his findings regarding the cost of digital billboards to promote 
the Dixie National.  The information was turned over to Andrew McBeath for review as an option for the 
Dixie National. 
 
Gary Clark, Jr. also suggested that consideration be given to allowing individuals to purchase Dixie 
Dollars as gifts for family or friends.  President McBeath asked that this suggestion be further 
investigated and asked that Andrew McBeath and his committee do so. 
 
Tom McBeath asked Susan Cain to send out the JCVB grant information for 2015-2016 and the summary 
of show management responsibilities in order to maximize grant awards. 
 
Adjourn:  There being no further business to consider, David Howell made a motion, seconded by 
Herman Alford, to adjourn.  The motion was approved. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susan Cain, Executive Secretary 
Mississippi Quarter Horse Association 


